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A. Policy Drivers
B. UK response

• Domestic and International 
C. The UK in the US

• Collaboration with California

The British Government’s Perspective



www.sternreview.org.uk

INTERGOVERNMENTAL PANEL 
ON CLIMATE CHANGE

2500+ scientific expert reviewers
800+ contributing authors and

450+ lead authors from
130+ countries
6 years work

4 volumes
1 report

http://www.ipcc.ch/

http://www.ipcc.ch/


Projected Impacts of Climate Change
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Sea level rise 
threatens major cities

Falling crop yields in many areas, particularly 
developing regions 
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Falling yields in many 
developed regions

Rising number of species face extinction

Increasing risk of dangerous feedbacks and 
abrupt, large-scale shifts in the climate system

Significant decreases in water 
availability in many areas, including 
Mediterranean and Southern Africa

Small mountain glaciers 
disappear  – water 
supplies threatened in 
several areas

Extensive Damage 
to Coral Reefs

Extreme Extreme 
Weather Weather 
EventsEvents

Rising intensity of storms, forest fires, droughts, flooding and heat waves

Possible rising yields in 
some high latitude regions
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• Kyoto Target: 12.5% below 1990 by 2012
On path to double this target

• CC Bill: 26-32% by 2020; 60% by 2050
• RTFO: 5% by 2010
• Government carbon neutral by 2012
• EU targets:

20% GHG reduction
20% energy efficiency improvement
20% renewables

Domestic Action

by 2020
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1. Long-term stabilisation goal
2. Deeper absolute emission reductions by developed countries
3. Further fair and effective contributions by other countries
4. Global carbon market
5. Increased cooperation on technology, RDD and transfer
6. Aviation and maritime transportation emissions
7. Adaptation
8. Deforestation

Comprehensive Future-Framework for Action



Decarbonising our largest sources of emissions 
requires significant further effort

In the UK

Emissions from 
electricity 

generation, buildings 
(heating) and 

transport account for 
around 70% of all 
greenhouse gas 

emissions (largely 
CO2)

Global: Stern Review (2006). UK: Fourth National Communication (2006). Different compilation methodologies 
mean that the global/UK sector comparisons are illustrative but not exact. UK land use has negative emissions.

Greenhouse gas emissions by source (shares of total CO2e)
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…drives innovation and fuel business opportunities in 
achieving a clean energy revolution. 

International collaboration



Four themes:

• Deepen our understanding of the economics of climate 
change

• Collaborate on technology research and development

• Evaluate and implement market-based mechanisms that 
spur innovation; explore linkages

• Enhance exchanges between our scientific communities.



British Cities and Local Action

London:
• Population 7 million
• 60% Reduction in CO2

Emissions by 2050
• Congestion charging
• Low-emissions zone

• Renewable generation 
targets

• 6 large wind 
turbines by 2010

• 500 small wind 
turbines by 2020

• Anaerobic 
Digestion CHP 
Plants by 2010

• Biomass CHP Plants by 2010

Woking:
• Population100,000
• 60% reduction by 2050
• Woking Council

has cut its CO2

emissions by a 
massive 77% 
since 1990.

http://www.europebyair.com/efp/index.jsp


Four themes:

• Deepen our understanding of the economics of climate 
change

• Collaborate on technology research and development

• Evaluate and implement market-based mechanisms that 
spur innovation; explore linkages

• Enhance exchanges between our scientific communities.







Florida Gov. Charlie Crist, left, listens 
as Dr. John Ashton, the United 
Kingdom's Special Representative for 
Climate Change within the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, talks to the 
media about the changing 
environmental movement in 
governments in Europe during the 
ServetoPreserve, A Florida Summit on 
Global Climate Change, in Miami, 
Thursday, July 12, 2007. 

by J. Pat Carter, AP 
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THANK YOU

Lauren Faber
Senior Policy Advisor for Climate Change and Energy

British Embassy, Washington DC

lauren.faber@fco.gov.uk

Tel. +1 202 588 6674 www.britainusa.com

www.fco.gov.uk

www.defra.gov.uk

mailto:lauren.faber@fco.gov.uk
http://www.britainusa.com/
http://www.fco.gov.uk/
http://www.defra.gov.uk/
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