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Search for New Energy Solutions

Nonpartisan alliances

Seeking changes in U.S. energy policy

Focusing on economic, security and 
environmental challenges

Working to forge a consensus on a 
new energy future
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Energy: 
The Linchpin of Our Economy

Fundamental to our prosperity

Contributes to our quality of life

Historically has been abundant and 
affordable
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Fossil based energy systems are not 
sustainable

World oil reserves are limited in supply 
and located in volatile parts of the world

Dependence on foreign oil is increasing
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Costs of oil, natural gas and electricity 
are skyrocketing

Emissions from burning of fossil fuels 
are impacting the environment
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Formed in Spring 2004

Organized to explore ag’s role in energy 
production

Phase 1-creating a vision

Phase 2-building an ag energy alliance

Phase 3-implementing strategy

Ag Energy Project
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Development of a draft vision

Core questions:

What role can the farm sector play?

How big a contribution?

What has to happen?

Phase One:
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Step One: Examined ag’s current role
ethanol

biodiesel

biomass/biopower

waste and ag residue

wind

solar
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Our Conclusions:
Agriculture can play a major role in helping 
the nation achieve energy independence.

An enormous and historic opportunity is 
on the horizon.

It is time for the ag sector to come 
together and work collaboratively to 
capitalize on these opportunities.
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By the year 2025, renewable energy from 
the nation’s farms, ranches and forests will 
comprise 25 percent of the total energy 
consumed in the United States. 

Our Vision:

25x’25
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Is the 
25% goal 
for renewable 
energy 
by 2025
REALISTIC?
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Forestland

Total Landmass U.S.
2263 Million Acres

749749
485485

598598
431431

Other

Grassland
& Range

Cropland
(All values in millions of acres)
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Timberland

Forestland
749 Million Acres

504504

168168

Parks & 
Wilderness

Marginal

7777

(All values in millions of acres)
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Major Crops

Cropland
431 Million Acres

315315

6161

Idle

Pasture

3030

Fruit & Veg.

(All values in millions of acres)

1717

CRP
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Biomass Potential
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Agricultural

Forest 368368

998998

1,3661,366

Million Dry Tons per Year

Source: April 2005; DOE / USDA Report
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Ethanol
Biodiesel

Biomass is the Feedstock for:
Biogases
Direct fired equipment
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Wind / Solar Potential
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We will meet this goal by:
Producing transportation fuels

Harnessing wind energy

Converting biogas emissions

Capturing solar energy

Providing biomass for generating 
heat and power
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This is a food, feed, fiber and fuel vision, 
that is economically viable for our society.

With emerging technology we can produce 
multiple commodities.
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What’s in it for agriculture and forestry?
Increased farm income
Added value uses 
Alternative enterprises
More productive uses of marginal lands
Assist in resolution of air, water and soil 
quality problems
Reduced reliance on government payments
Enhanced rural economies
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Reaching out to over 100
organizations

Seeking ag and forestry leaders and 
energy champions

Phase Two: 
Building an ag and 
forestry energy alliance
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Alliance formation
Economic analysis of 25 x '25
Corporate Leadership Council
Interfacing with utilities
Communication outreach
Strengthen political support
Implementation planning

Current Areas of Focus:
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25 x ’25 Building Blocks

Enabling Federal
and State Policy

Research, 
Development 
& Demonstration

Communications
and Education

Appropriations Coalitions
and Outreach

Commercialization
of Technology--
new & emerging

Access to Capital Infrastructure
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Next Steps:
Help form and support state level 
25x’25 alliances
Build an overwhelming level of public 
support for 25x’25 vision
Invite other renewable energy 
advocates to join our national alliance
Seek adoption of 25x’25 goal as 
national policy
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We have the technology, 
capacity and leadership to 
offer new energy solutions.

These solutions will enhance farm 
income and strengthen rural 
communities.

Conclusions:



25x’25 WORK GROUP

Please join us in bringing the 
vision of 25 X ’25 to life.

We Need Your:
Involvement
Insight
Expertise
Leadership skills
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