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Energy Efficiency Makes Maine Company More Competitive
10.18.10

Efficiency Maine has just finalized a grant contract with GAC Chemical in Searsport for $314,000 that

10.25.10 S\Zﬁrgzv?&;ﬁ;n:ms will allow the company to complete a $630,000 full-facility energy retrofit. GAC manufactures and
Paper $2 Million distributes specialty chemicals to a worldwide market. The company is the largest industrial
Annually manufacturer in Waldo County, employing 60 people.
10.25.10 Heating Oil Cost The energy project will keep these jobs in Waldo County and make GAC more competitive with
Control companies outside of Maine with lower costs, according to Company President David Colter. “GAC
10.18.10 Energy Efficiency competes in a national ar.1d |ntern.at|onal marketplac.e,. and the Purpose of th|s project is twofold: to
Makes Maine reduce energy consumption and improve energy efficiency, which in turn will strengthen our long-term
Company More stability,” said Colter. “Without the support of Efficiency Maine this project would not be possible”.
Competitive
To keep GAC Chemical competitive, Colter has been strategizing ways to lower operating expenses.
Last year GAC partnered with Honeywell’'s Automation and Control Solutions division to identify
Older Articles opportunities for savings through energy efficiency improvements.
10.18.10  EIA Winter Fuels The project will save approximately 275,000 gallons of #6 fuel oil, enough oil to heat 247 homes for a
O}Jt|°°k Pregwts . year, and 223,861 kWh of electricity, which would power 35 homes for a year. To get these savings,
H'Qhe' Heating Oil GAC Chemical will be installing new systems to recycle steam from the manufacturing processes to
Prices heat water. The retrofit also includes optimizing boiler controls, updating lighting and insulating pipes
10.13.10  Scarborough Fire throughout the plant.
Department to Save
Energy and Money “GAC Chemical was among the top projects in a very competitive round of funding,” stated lan
Burnes, Program Manager at Efficiency Maine. “GAC was awarded the grant on the basis of their
10.12.10 Columbus Day Signals

Beginning of Heating
Season in Maine
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energy savings, the private matching dollars they contributed and the impact on the company’s long
term economic sustainability.”

Funding for this grant was made possible by the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (or RGGI). RGGI
is an innovative effort by ten states stretching from Maine to Maryland to reduce carbon dioxide (CO2)
emissions that contribute to climate change globally. RGGI has delivered significant new investments
in energy efficiency and clean energy programs that reduce energy costs, increase and protect jobs,
grow the economy, and help Maine become more energy independent.

Efficiency Maine is a statewide program that promotes the more efficient use of energy, helps Maine
residents and businesses reduce energy costs to improve Maine’s economy and environment. For
more information about business programs offered through Efficiency Maine click here.
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