
 

 

Vermont Enacts First-in-Nation Solar Registration

 
WILLISTON, Vt., May 31, 2011 /PRNewswire/ -- Vermont has enacted a first-in-the-nation registration
process for small solar systems, providing a national model for mitigating costly local solar permitting.

(Photo: http://photos.prnewswire.com/prnh/20110531/NE11065)

H.56, signed into law by Vermont Governor Peter ShumlinMay 25, establishes a simple registration
process for solar systems 5kW and smaller.  

The process, which replaces permitting, allows solar customers to install the system 10 days after
completing a registration form and certificate of compliance with interconnection requirements.  The utility
has 10 days to raise any interconnection issues, otherwise a Certificate of Public Good is granted and
project may be installed.

A recent study earlier this year produced by SunRun found that permitting adds an average cost of
$2,500 to each solar installation and that streamlining the often cumbersome process would provide a $1
billion stimulus to the solar industry over the next five years.

The report finds that the additional installation cost— $.50 per watt— is due to wide permitting variations not connected to safety,
excessive fees, and an unnecessarily slow process.  The report cites that Germany has a 40 percent installation price advantage over
the United States.  Vermont already has a much more cost-effective, free statewide permitting process than most states.

"Cutting unnecessary red tape and costly permitting for small renewables should be a national priority.  It will help us meet our energy
needs and make domestic solar competitive worldwide," said David Blittersdorf, president and CEO of AllEarth Renewables,
manufacturer and installer of the AllSun Tracker.  

Mark Sinclair, executive director of Clean Energy States Alliance, says "solar registration is an innovative way to address the high
costs and long timeframes that are often associated with installing small-scale renewable energy systems."

The registration process will go into effect January 2012.

Vermont's legislation also expands the state's successful net metering program by establishing a statewide solar customer benefit, which
gives solar a minimum value of $0.20, increasing the allowable size of net metering projects from 250kW to 500kW, increasing the per
utility net metering cap from 2 percent to 4 percent, and improving group net metering billing.

"Vermont has lead the way in creating an installation environment that encourages solar development by reducing permitting time and
resources.  This continues that leadership," said Martha Staskus, chair of Renewable Energy Vermont, the state's renewable trade
association.

About AllEarth Renewables, Inc.  www.allearthrenewables.comAllEarth Renewables is a Vermont company that specializes in the
design, manufacture and installation of complete grid-connected wind and solar renewable energy systems that lessen dependence on
nuclear and fossil fuels and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The company's goal is to provide turnkey products that harness the
power of wind and sun for homes and businesses while creating sustainable, well-paying jobs.
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