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The sun rises behind windmills at a wind farm in Palm Springs, California, February 9, 2011.

RELATED TOPICS (Reuters) - A U.S. court on Friday upheld rules from the Federal

US> Energy Regulatory Commission calling on utilities to take
various actions, including increased planning of large

transmission projects.

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit affirmed FERC's "Order
1000," a series of measures from 2011 that requires large-scale regional planning of the
nation's electric grid designed in part to create greater access to renewable energy.

The case addressed whether states could be forced to coordinate on transmission planning,
carbon standards and paying for actions to create new transmission capacity.

"The Commission reasonably determined that regional planning must include consideration
of transmission needs driven by public policy requirements," the three-judge panel wrote in
a 97-page unanimous ruling.

Among those challenging FERC's July 2011 order were dozens of state regulatory agencies,
public and private utilities, regional transmission organizations and electric industry trade
associations.
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Opponents bristled at being forced to coordinate on transmission planning, arguing that
Congress had "expressly" allowed such coordination among utilities to be voluntary.

They also opposed the costs involved, which would be a departure from the usual process of
passing costs onto consumers.

"Petitioners raise three challenges to the orders' requirement that regions establish
procedures that account for the impact that federal, state, and local laws and regulations
(i.e., public policy requirements) will have on transmission systems. None is persuasive," the
court said in its ruling.

One of groups that opposed FERC 1000, the Coalition for Fair Transmission Policy, said it
was considering whether to pursue further legal action and also called on lawmakers to
respond.

"This decision provides added impetus for Congress to assist energy consumers by
addressing national transmission policy and the future of the nation's electricity grid," the
coalition, whose members include Southern Co. and DTE Energy said in an emailed
statement.

Environmental groups praise the outcome as a win for clean energy.

"FERC 1000 is the key to unlocking efficiencies that have the potential to incorporate more
clean energy solutions in the planning process, which will result in low-cost electricity and
clean air," said John Finnigan, lead counsel with the Environmental Defense Fund.

Order 1000 is especially important for regions without regional electricity markets, like the
Southeast and most of the West, said John Moore of the National Resources Defense
Council.

"Until recently, these regions had very little in the way of meaningful regional planning,
with little transparency or stakeholder involvement. Each utility mostly did its own local
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planning," Moore wrote in a blog post lauding FERC'S "commonsense approach" to

transmission planning.

The case is South Carolina Public Service Authority, et al, v FERC, U.S. Court of Appeals for

the District of Columbia Circuit, No. 12-1232.
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to those who are resisting, these are public utilities you have no say in this, nor any personal stake
in the game except your own profit mongering at the expense of the Public Fund and Public
Resources. Renewable Energy is in your future, for the public good. deal with it.

Aug 19, 2014 9:03pm EDT -- Report as abuse

This discussion is now closed. We welcome comments on our articles for a
limited period after their publication.

See All Comments »

From The Web

Sponsored Links by Taboola

Little Known Way To Most Outrageous 30 Candid Met Gala 12 Famous Faces You
Pay Down Your Mort... Gowns at the Met Gala Snaps You Haven't S... Would Never Guess ...

Use our professional PDF creation service at http://www.htm2pdf.co.uk!


http://movieseum.com/12-films-youll-never-watch-again/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=reuters-reuters
http://movieseum.com/12-films-youll-never-watch-again/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=reuters-reuters
http://bs.serving-sys.com/BurstingPipe/adServer.bs?cn=tf&c=20&mc=click&pli=10719649&PluID=0&ord=[timestamp]
http://bs.serving-sys.com/BurstingPipe/adServer.bs?cn=tf&c=20&mc=click&pli=10719649&PluID=0&ord=[timestamp]
http://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/282773434;108313111;u
http://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/282773434;108313111;u
http://www.refinery29.com/48883?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=adsales&utm_content=beauty_slideshows
http://www.refinery29.com/48883?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=adsales&utm_content=beauty_slideshows
http://www.taboola.com/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=reuters-reuters&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbs-2r:below-main-column:
http://www.taboola.com/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=reuters-reuters&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbs-2r:below-main-column:
http://blogs.reuters.com/fulldisclosure/2010/09/27/toward-a-more-thoughtful-conversation-on-stories/
http://www.reuters.com/profile/glamoury19
javascript:Reuters.utils.reportAsAbuse(1182250)
http://www.reuters.com/article/comments/idUSKBN0GF1R920140815
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=reuters-reuters&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbs-1r-bmc:below-comments-thumbs:
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=reuters-reuters&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbs-1r-bmc:below-comments-thumbs:
http://adfarm.mediaplex.com/ad/ck/18916-133472-51118-53
http://nymag.com/thecut/2014/05/see-all-the-looks-from-the-2014-met-gala.html?mid=toolab_cut_slideshow
http://www.refinery29.com/2014/05/67476/met-ball-street-style?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=adsales&utm_content=fashion_slideshows
http://www.webmd.com/rheumatoid-arthritis/ss/famous-faces-with-ra?ecd=wgt_taboola_nosp_ra_ss_ad275
http://www.htm2pdf.co.uk
http://www.htm2pdf.co.uk

4 R E UT E R S « Back totop

Reuters.com Business | Markets | World | Politics | Technology | Opinion | Money | Pictures | Videos | Site Index
More from Reuters Reuters New s Agency | Brand Attribution Guidelines | Delivery Options
Support & Contact Support | Corrections

Account Information Register | Sign In

Connect with Reuters e Twitter @® Facebook @ Linkedin @@ RSS @ Podcast @) New sletters . Mobile

About Privacy Policy | Terms of Use | Advertise With Us [b AdChoices | Copyright

Thomson Reuters is the world’s leading source of intelligent information for businesses and professionals.

i % THOMSON REUTERS

Thomsonreuters.com

THOMSOM REUTERS THOMSOM REUTERS THOMSON REUTERS WestlawMext™ ONESDOURCE
EIKOMN ELEETROM ACCELUS About Thomson Reuters

Our Flagship financial An ultra-low latency A connected approach Our next generation Our global tax .

) g . . - Investor Relations
information platform infrastructure for to governance, risk and legal research platform w orkstation

incorporating Reuters electronic trading and compliance

Insider data distribution Careers

Contact Us

Thomson Reutersistheworld'slargestinternational multimedia news agency, providing investing news, world news, business news, technology news, headline news, small business news,
news alerts, personal finance, stock market,and mutual funds information available on Reuters.com, video, mobile, and interactive television platforms. Thomson Reuters journalists are

subject toan Editorial Handbook which requires fair presentation and disclosure of relevant interests.
NYSE and AMEX quotes delayed by atleast 20 minutes. Nasdaqdelayed by atleast 15 minutes. For a completelist of exchanges and delays, pleaseclick here.

Latest from

Login or register My Wire

Use our professional PDF creation service at http://www.htm2pdf.co.uk! H M%"RE


http://adfarm.mediaplex.com/ad/ck/18916-133472-51118-53
http://nymag.com/thecut/2014/05/see-all-the-looks-from-the-2014-met-gala.html?mid=toolab_cut_slideshow
http://www.refinery29.com/2014/05/67476/met-ball-street-style?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=adsales&utm_content=fashion_slideshows
http://www.webmd.com/rheumatoid-arthritis/ss/famous-faces-with-ra?ecd=wgt_taboola_nosp_ra_ss_ad275
http://www.taboola.com/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=reuters-reuters&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbs-1r-bmc:below-comments-thumbs:
http://www.taboola.com/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=reuters-reuters&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbs-1r-bmc:below-comments-thumbs:
http://www.reuters.com/
http://www.reuters.com/finance
http://www.reuters.com/finance/markets
http://www.reuters.com/news/world
http://www.reuters.com/news/politics
http://www.reuters.com/news/technology
http://blogs.reuters.com/us/
http://www.reuters.com/finance/personal-finance
http://www.reuters.com/news/pictures
http://www.reuters.com/news/video
http://www.reuters.com/assets/siteindex
http://thomsonreuters.com/news-services/
http://thomsonreuters.com/site/reuters-brand-attribution-guidelines/
http://thomsonreuters.com/site/delivery-options/
http://reuters.zendesk.com
http://reuters.zendesk.com/anonymous_requests/new
https://commerce.us.reuters.com/registration/pages/registration/begin.do?go=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Farticle%2F2014%2F08%2F15%2Fus-usa-courts-ferc-idUSKBN0GF1R920140815
https://commerce.us.reuters.com/login/pages/login/portfolioLogin.do?go=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Farticle%2F2014%2F08%2F15%2Fus-usa-courts-ferc-idUSKBN0GF1R920140815
http://www.twitter.com/reuters
http://www.facebook.com/Reuters
http://www.linkedin.com/today/reuters.com
http://www.reuters.com/tools/rss
http://www.reuters.com/tools/podcasts
https://commerce.us.reuters.com/profile/pages/newsletter/begin.do
http://www.reuters.com/tools/mobile
http://www.reuters.com/privacy-policy
http://www.reuters.com/terms-of-use
http://sales.reuters.com/
http://thomsonreuters.com/copyright/
http://www.thomsonreuters.com/
http://thomsonreuters.com/products_services/financial/eikon/
http://thomsonreuters.com/products_services/financial/financial_products/a-z/elektron/
http://www.accelus.thomsonreuters.com/
http://west.thomson.com/westlawnext/default.aspx
http://onesource.thomsonreuters.com/
http://thomsonreuters.com/
http://thomsonreuters.com/about/
http://ir.thomsonreuters.com
http://careers.thomsonreuters.com/
http://thomsonreuters.com/about/contact_us/
http://www.thomsonreuters.com
http://www.reuters.com/finance/markets/us
http://www.reuters.com/news/world
http://www.reuters.com/finance
http://www.reuters.com/news/technology
http://www.reuters.com/finance/smallBusiness
http://www.reuters.com/finance/personal-finance
http://www.reuters.com/finance/stocks
http://funds.us.reuters.com/US/overview.asp
http://www.reuters.com/news/video
http://www.reuters.com/tools/mobile
http://handbook.reuters.com
http://www.reuters.com/info/disclaimer
http://www.htm2pdf.co.uk
http://www.htm2pdf.co.uk

