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Day 1: Wednesday, March 25, 2026

Innovative Approaches to Siting and Permitting 

Overview of Federal Financing Opportunities for Transmission 

Interactive Deep Dives

Break

Interactive Deep Dives11:30 т 12:30 p.m. 

11:15 т 11:30 a.m.

10:00 т 10:15 a.m.

9:00 т 10:00 a.m.

10:15 т 11:15 a.m.



10:15 ï 11:15 a.m. 

Breakout 1: The Role of Independent Transmission Monitors  

Breakout 2: The Role of Transmission for Resource Adequacy

Concurrent Breakout Sessions: Interactive Deep Dives 

This session will explore longstanding concerns that local transmission asset-condition projects often proceed 
with limited comparative review, while larger, regional and interregional projects often proceed with heightened 
scrutiny.  Discussants will examine emerging state-led approaches to improve transparency, the role of regional 
entities, and how Congress is engaging on this issue. 

This session will explore the implications of electric transmission for resource adequacy, including approaches 
to valuation of transmission lines in regional and interregional planning and aligning resource and transmission 
planning. 



11:30 ï 12:30 p.m. 

Breakout 1: Transmission Planning Tools 

Breakout 2: TheRole of State Transmission Authorities

Concurrent Breakout Sessions: Interactive Deep Dives 

This session will explore several tools that have been developed to assist in planning for transmission. Experts 
will be providing an overview of two distinct analytical tools: the U.S. Transmission System Utilization Study and 
the Reconductoring Economic and Financial Analysis Tool. 

State transmission authorities areemergingas key players in advancing critical grid infrastructure. This session 
will explore how these entities are structured, the goals they are designed to achieve, and the unique role they 
play in accelerating transmission development. Speakers will share insights on progress to date, highlight 
lessons learned, and discuss how state-led approaches are shaping the future of energy planning and 
deployment.



Day 1: Wednesday, March 25, 2026

Networking Lunch

NASEO Grid Optimization Task Force Introduction 

Grid Optimization: The Path to Policy 

Break

Grid Optimization: The Path to Implementation 3:00 т 4:00 p.m. 

2:45 т 3:00 p.m.

1:30 т 1:45 p.m.

12:30 т 1:30 p.m.

1:45 т 2:45 p.m.

4:00 т 4:55 p.m. State Leaders Roundtable



Innovative Approaches to 

Siting and Permitting

Brandi FrazierBestpitch
иDirector of Reliability, Virginia Department of Energy

Matt Prorok
иPolicy Director, Great Plains Institute

Allie Kelly
иExecutive Director, The Ray

Jay Caspary
иPrincipal, TransGridAdvisors, LLC



Matt Prorok, Policy Director

March 26, 2026

Innovative 
Approaches to 
Siting & Permitting

NASEO Transmission 
Summit



ÅAI / data centers

ÅAdvanced manufacturing

ÅElectrification

ÅTransportation

ÅBuilding/home heating

Climate change and extreme weather require a 
more resilient power system

Energy Needs Are Growing







Lessons Along the Road to Transmission Deployment 

Å 150 Interviews 

Å 5 public meetings

Å 6 months on the road

Å 13 states in-person  

Å 15 HVTLs

Å 37 distinct drivers

Å 910 responses 



1. How will this negatively impact my life? 

2. Why is this project even needed? 

3. How will I be consulted on this project? 

4. How will I be compensated for any potential harms 
caused by this project? 

How to understand 
opposition



How do we build support?
ÅReport addresses 15 categories including 

Å Agricultural concerns 

Å Environmental concerns 

Å Property values 

Å Cultural concerns 

Å Early & Often Engagement 

Å Renewable energy 

Å Transmission Alternatives 

Å EMFs

Å Micro-Siting 

Å Eminent Domain

Å Collective action 

Å Local tax revenues 

Å Monetary incentives 





The Co-Location Opportunity







Å40+ state DOTs prohibit or restrict co-location in interstate 

highways

ÅUtilities/transmission providers do not consider highway 

ROW for transmission siting

ÅUtilities and state DOTs typically do not proactively 

collaborate

ÅCulture issues, rooted in experience

Barriers to Co-Locating Transmission



National Coalition Members

American Clean 
Power Association

The Nature 
Conservancy

Solar Energy 
Industries Association



Where Else Are We Working?



Role of State Energy Offices
ÅChampion co-location as an option for common sense siting

ÅEngage and convene discussions within state government
ÅDƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ǎǘŀǘŜ 5h¢Σ t¦/ 
ÅPolicy makers

ÅEngage with other stakeholders onthe barriers and opportunities for co-
location
ÅUtility, transportation, RTO, clean energy and other stakeholders

ÅLeverage NASEO/NGH right-of-way policy paperΣ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΩ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ 
transmission co-ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ 

https://m.naseo.org/Data/Sites/1/documents/publications/Reimagining%20Highway%20Rights-of-Way%20as%20Transmission%20Corridors%20Final.pdf
https://m.naseo.org/Data/Sites/1/documents/publications/Reimagining%20Highway%20Rights-of-Way%20as%20Transmission%20Corridors%20Final.pdf
https://m.naseo.org/Data/Sites/1/documents/publications/Reimagining%20Highway%20Rights-of-Way%20as%20Transmission%20Corridors%20Final.pdf
https://m.naseo.org/Data/Sites/1/documents/publications/Reimagining%20Highway%20Rights-of-Way%20as%20Transmission%20Corridors%20Final.pdf
https://m.naseo.org/Data/Sites/1/documents/publications/Reimagining%20Highway%20Rights-of-Way%20as%20Transmission%20Corridors%20Final.pdf


Matt Prorok

mprorok@gpisd.net 

mailto:jrogers@gpisd.net


NASEO State Transmission
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Permitting



NLOTR Rights -of-Way Energy Resources (ROWER) Project

Solar suitability analysis forall ROW of National Highway System (April 2026)

National Academies / Joint O ceof Energy & Transportation

National Convening,ñReinventingtheRight-of-Wayò(April 2025)

TRB Workshop,ñSitingEnergy Infrastructure inCorridorsò(January 2026)

National Governors Association

Transmission Summit (October 2025)

Transmission &Linear Infrastructure in ROW Roundtable (November 2025)

PNNL / Volpe Center (USDOT)

ñElectricTransmission in TransportationROWòstudy (under review)

USDOTñAmericaôsGreat Corridors of Commerceòannouncement

ROW COLOCATION

ROW

COLOCATION

https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/44559_04-2025_reinventing-the-right-of-way-policy-technical-and-economic-implications-of-siting-transmission-lines-along-transportation-corridors-a-workshop
https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/44559_04-2025_reinventing-the-right-of-way-policy-technical-and-economic-implications-of-siting-transmission-lines-along-transportation-corridors-a-workshop
https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/44559_04-2025_reinventing-the-right-of-way-policy-technical-and-economic-implications-of-siting-transmission-lines-along-transportation-corridors-a-workshop
https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/44559_04-2025_reinventing-the-right-of-way-policy-technical-and-economic-implications-of-siting-transmission-lines-along-transportation-corridors-a-workshop
https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/44559_04-2025_reinventing-the-right-of-way-policy-technical-and-economic-implications-of-siting-transmission-lines-along-transportation-corridors-a-workshop
https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/44559_04-2025_reinventing-the-right-of-way-policy-technical-and-economic-implications-of-siting-transmission-lines-along-transportation-corridors-a-workshop
https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/44559_04-2025_reinventing-the-right-of-way-policy-technical-and-economic-implications-of-siting-transmission-lines-along-transportation-corridors-a-workshop
https://annualmeeting.mytrb.org/Workshop/Details/24343
https://annualmeeting.mytrb.org/Workshop/Details/24343
https://annualmeeting.mytrb.org/Workshop/Details/24343
https://annualmeeting.mytrb.org/Workshop/Details/24343
https://annualmeeting.mytrb.org/Workshop/Details/24343
https://web.cvent.com/event/33f3f98e-86bc-4507-b3a4-d75844de2c77/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/33f3f98e-86bc-4507-b3a4-d75844de2c77/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/33f3f98e-86bc-4507-b3a4-d75844de2c77/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/33f3f98e-86bc-4507-b3a4-d75844de2c77/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/33f3f98e-86bc-4507-b3a4-d75844de2c77/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/33f3f98e-86bc-4507-b3a4-d75844de2c77/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/33f3f98e-86bc-4507-b3a4-d75844de2c77/summary
https://www.pnnl.gov/projects/electric-transmission-transportation-rights-way
https://www.pnnl.gov/projects/electric-transmission-transportation-rights-way
https://www.pnnl.gov/projects/electric-transmission-transportation-rights-way
https://www.pnnl.gov/projects/electric-transmission-transportation-rights-way
https://www.pnnl.gov/projects/electric-transmission-transportation-rights-way


ROWTransmission / Fiber

AASHTO Moonshot on ROW Transmission -Minnesota &Missouri DOTs

ROW Solar

AASHTO Moonshot on ROW Solar -Michigan &Missouri DOTs

2020-2025 Georgia DOT(TheRay Highway) 

Maine DOT(Augusta)

Central Florida Expressway (Orlando) 

Pennsylvania Turnpike

Maryland DOT(statewide)

ROW COLOCATION

ROW

COLOCATION



ROW Transmission Mapping Tool

ROWTransmission Mapping

Tool



RIGHT-OF-WAY (ROW)

RIGHT-OF-WAY

(ROW)Land, property,or interest acquired for or 

devoted to transportation infrastructure



MNDOT UNDERGROUND TRANSMISSION ANALYSIS

MNDOT UNDERGROUND 

TRANSMISSION ANALYSIS



SUITABLE AREAS

SUITABLE

AREAS



OPTIMAL PATH

OPTIMAL

PATH



ROW Solar Deployment Tool

ROW Solar Deployment

Tool



AVAILABLE ROW SOLAR SITES

AVAILABLE ROW SOLAR

SITES

ǒ Total suitable land: 12,632ac

ǒ System capacity: 2.5GW

ǒ Electricity value: $369.4M/yr



SUITABILITY ANALYSIS RESULTS

SUITABILITY ANALYSIS

RESULTS

Highly Suitable

Less Suitable



3D MODELING

3DMODELING



Facebook /X /Insta /LIn: 

@TheRayHighway 

#TheRayHighway 

#DriveTheFuture

theray.org

http://theray.org/
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Rail ҭ Grid Collaborative

NASEO State Transmission Summit

Jay Caspary, Principal, TransGrid Advisors LLC

March 25, 2026



The Rail -Grid Collaborative

The RGC is a non-profit organization 
founded to promote and enable 
technical collaboration, joint action, 
research and mutual goal setting to 
modernize both rail and electric 
transmission, pillars of a competitive 
U.S. economy.
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